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(54) High pressure fuel passage sealing for internal combustion engine fuel injectors and 
method of making same 

(57) A fuel injector assembly (10) for an internal 
combustion engine includes an injector body (12) hav- 
ing a control valve (58) in fluid communication with a 
source of fuel. A fuel nozzle assembly (40) is employed 
to disperse fuel from the fuel injector assembly (10). A . 
high pressure fuel passage (94) provides fluid commu- 
nication between the control valve (58) and the fuel noz- 
zle assembly (40). The high pressure fuel passage (94) 
has at least one end opening (104) through the injector 
body (12) and having an inner diameter. A shape mem- 
ory alloy plug(106) seals the open end (104) of the fuel 
passage (94). The plug (106) has a first diameter 
smaller than the inner diameter when inserted into the 
open end (104) and a second diameter in sealing 
engagement with the inner diameter upon undergoing a 
metallurgical phase change from martensite to austen- 
ite such that the plug (106) generates a seal with the 
fuel passage (94). In addition, a method of making the 
fuel injector assembly (10) employing a shape memory 
alloy plug (106) to seal the high pressure fuel passage 
(94) is also disclosed. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates, generally, to a high 
pressure fuel injector for internal combustion engines. 
More specifically, the invention relates to a fuel injector 
which employs a shape memory alloy to plug a high 
pressure fuel passage and a method of manufacturing 
same. 

2. Description pf the Related Art 

Fuel injector assemblies are employed in internal 
combustion engines for delivering a predetermined, 
metered amount of fuel to the combustion chamber at 
preselected intervals. In the case of compression igni- 
tion, or diesel engines, the fuel is injected into the com- 
bustion chamber at relatively high pressures. Presently, 
conventional injectors are delivering this fuel at pres- 
sures as high as 32,000 psi. These are fairly high pres- 
sures and have required considerable engineering 
attention in ensuring structural integrity of the injector, 
good sealing properties, and effective atomization of the 
fuel within the combustion chamber. However, increas- 
ing demands on greater fuel economy, cleaner burning, 
fewer emissions, and No* control have placed, and will 
continue to place, even higher demands on the engine's 
fuel delivery system including increasing the fuel pres- 
sure within the injector. 

Fuel injectors presently employed in the related art 
typically include a high pressure fuel passage which 
extends between a solenoid actuated control valve and 
the plunger cylinder in the injector body. Fuel at rela- 
tively low pressure is supplied to the control valve which 
then meters the delivery of the fuel at predetermined 
intervals through the high pressure fuel passage to the 
plunger cylinder. The fuel ultimately exits the injector 
through a fuel nozzle. 

The high pressure fuel passage is often formed in 
the injector body by drilling a hole from one side of the 
injector body through a chamber formed to accommo- 
date the structure of the control valve and between the 
control valve and the plunger cylinder. The opening in 
the side of the injector body formed from the drilling is 
then sealed with a steel plug through a brazing opera- 
tion. One of the disadvantages with this arrangement is 
that the brazed plug requires expensive tools and 
tapered hole machining during the manufacturing proc- 
ess and expensive metal removal after the high temper- 
ature braze and hardening process. Further, as the 
demand for higher fuel injection pressure has 
increased, the reliability of brazed plugs in this environ- 
ment has not always met the high manufacturing quality 
standards required in the relevant industries. More spe- 
cifically, the brazed plugs can leak and even fail under 
the high injection pressures. Further, both the plug and 



the fuel passage are subjected to cyclical pressures 
ranging between 0 and the peak stress generated by 
the fuel pressure. The alternating stress amplitude 
adversely effects the fatigue life of the injector body and 

5 can result in early failure through body cracks. 

Thus, there is a need in the art to provide a better 
seal for the high pressure fuel passage of a fuel injector 
which reduces costs by eliminating the brazing process 
presently employed in the related art and while provid- 

io ing a very secure, tight seal at the open end of the high 
pressure passage that resists leaking, even under very 
high pressures. Further, there is a need in the art for a 
sealing mechanism in this environment which reduces 
the stress amplitude on the injector body generated in 

75 the high pressure fuel passage. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The subject invention overcomes the disadvan- 

20 tages in the related art in a fuel injector assembly for an 
internal combustion engine. More specifically, the fuel 
injector assembly of the present invention includes an 
injector body having a control valve in fluid communica- 
tion with a source of fuel and a fuel nozzle assembly 

25 through which fuel is dispersed from the assembly. In 
addition, the injector assembly includes a fuel passage 
providing fluid communication between the control valve 
and the fuel nozzle assembly. The fuel passage has at 
least one end opening through the injector body and 

30 defines an inner diameter or periphery. A shape mem- 
ory alloy plug is employed to seal the one open end of 
the fuel passage. The shape memory alloy plug has a 
first diameter which is smaller than the inner diameter 
when inserted into the open end of the fuel passage. 

35 The shape memory alloy plug converts to a second, 
larger diameter in sealing engagement with the inner 
diameter when the shape memory alloy plug undergoes 
a metallurgical phase change from martinsite to austen- 
ite such that the plug expands and generates a seal with 

40 the fuel passage. 

In addition, the present invention includes a method 
of manufacturing the fuel injector including the steps of 
sizing the shape memory alloy plug such that it has a 
first diameter which is smaller than the inner diameter of 

45 the open end of the fuel passage while at a martinsitic 
state. The shape memory alloy plug is then inserted into 
the open end of the fuel passage. The metallurgical 
phase change is then induced in the shape memory 
alloy plug such that it changes from martinsite to 

so austenite wherein the plug defines a second diameter 
which is larger than the first diameter and forms a seal 
with the fuel passage. 

In this way, the present invention eliminates the 
brazing operation necessary for employing a steel 

55 brazed plug in the open end of the fuel passage. Fur- 
thermore, the present invention also eliminates the 
need for braze inspection, any plug metal removal after 
the hardening process, plug core hardening and nitrid- 
ing as well as any material handling expenses between 
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these numerous process. 

Thus, one advantage of the present invention is that 
a seal is provided for the open end of the high pressure 
fuel passage in a fuel injector while at the same time 
eliminating the costs associated with the brazed steel 
plug of the related art. Still another advantage of the 
present invention is that the shape memory alloy plug 
provides a very secure, tight seal at the open end of the 
high pressure fuel passage that will not leak, even under 
very high pressures. Still another advantage of the 
present invention is that the shape memory alloy plug 
generates a stable tensile hoop stress on the fuel pas- 
sage which reduces the stress amplitude on the injector 
body generated in this passage. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will be readily appreciated as the 
same becomes better understood after reading the sub- 
sequent description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a cross-sectional side view of an electro- 
magnetic fuel injector of the present invention illus- 
trating one arrangement of the high pressure fuel 
passage in the injector body; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional side view of an electro- 
magnetic fuel injector of the present invention illus- 
trating another arrangement of the fuel passage 
through the injector body; 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional side view of an electro- 
magnetic fuel injector of the present invention illus- 
trating yet another arrangement of the high 
pressure passage through the injector body. 

Figure 4 is an end view of the open end of the fuel 
passage illustrating the shape memory alloy plug of 
the present invention while at its first, smaller diam- 
eter. 

Figure 5 is an end view of the open end of the fuel 
passage illustrating the shape memory alloy plug of 
the present invention while at its second, larger 
diameter which seals the opening. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

(SI 

Referring now to Figures 1 through 3, there is gen- 
erally shown at 10 an electromagnetic fuel injector con- 
structed in accordance with the present invention. More 
specifically, a fuel injector pump assembly 10 is shown 
in the figures having an electromagnetically actuated, 
pressure balanced control valve incorporated therein to 
control fuel discharge from the injector portion of this 
assembly 10 in a manner to be described. 

As illustrated in the drawings, the electromagnetic 



fuel injector assembly 10 includes an injector body 12 
which has a vertical main body portion 14 and a side 
body portion 16. The main body portion 14 includes a 
bushing 18 which defines a stepped, cylindrical bore 20 

5 therethrough. The stepped, cylindrical bore 20 includes 
a cylindrical lower wall 22 which slideably receives a 
pump plunger 24. In addition, the stepped, cylindrical 
bore 20 includes an upper wall 26 of larger internal 
diameter to slideably receive a plunger actuator follower 

10 28. The plunger actuator follower 28 extends out one 
end of the main body 14 whereby it and the pump 
plunger 24 connected thereto are adapted to be recipro- 
cated by an engine driven cam or rocker as convention- 
ally known in the art. A stop pin (not shown) extends 

i 5 through an upper portion of the main injector body por- 
tion 14 into an axial groove in the plunger actuator fol- 
lower 28 to limit upward travel of the follower induced 
under the bias of a plunger return spring 34. 

A nut, generally indicated at 36, is threaded to the 

20 lower end of the main body portion 14 and forms an 
extension thereof. The nut 36 has an opening 38 at its 
lower end through which extends the lower end of a 
combined injector valve body or nozzle assembly, gen- 
erally indicated at 40. The nozzle assembly 40 includes 

25 a spray tip 42. The spray tip 42 is enlarged at its upper 
end to provide a shoulder 44 which seats on an internal 
shoulder 46 provided by the through counter-bore in the 
nut 36. Between the spray tip 42 and the lower end of 
the main injector body 14, there is positioned in the noz- 

30 zle assembly 40, in sequence starting from the spray tip 
42, a rate spring cage 48, a spring retainer 50 and a 
director cage 52. As illustrated in the figures, these ele- 
ments are formed as separate parts for ease of manu- 
facturing and assembly. The nut 36 is provided with 

35 internal threads 54 for mating engagement with the 
external threads 56 at the lower end of the main body 
portion 14. The threaded connection of the nut 36 to the 
main body portion 14 holds the spray tip 42, rate spring 
cage 48, spring retainer 50 and director cage 52 

40 clamped and stacked end-to-end between the upper 
face 57 of the spray tip 42 and the bottom face 59 of the 
main body portion 14. All of these above described ele- 
ments have lapped mating surfaces whereby they are 
held in pressure sealed relation to each other. 

45 The delivery of fuel from a source such as a fuel 
tank to the nozzle assembly 40 is controlled by means 
of a solenoid actuated, pressure balanced valve, gener- 
ally indicated at 58 in the side body portion 16 The side 
body portion 16 is provided with a stepped vertical bore, 

so generally indicated at 60, which defines a supply cham- 
ber 62 and an intermediate or valve stem guide portion 
64. The valve 58 is received within the stepped vertical 
bore 60 and includes a head 66 which seats against a 
closure cap 68. The closure cap 68 is mounted to the 

55 underside of the side body portion 1 6 and in connection 
therewith forms a spill chamber (not shown). The valve 
58 also includes a stem 72 extending upward from the 
head 66. The valve 58 is normally biased in a valve 
opening direction, downward with reference to Figure 1 . 
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by means of a coil spring 74 which loosely encircles 
valve stem 72. One end of the spring 74 abuts against a 
washer like spring retainer 76 encircling the valve stem 
portion 72. 

The other end of the spring 74 abuts against the s 
lower face of a spring retainer 78. Movement of the 
valve 58 in the valve closing direction, upward with ref- 
erence to Figure 1. is effected by means of a solenoid 
assembly, generally indicated at 80. The solenoid 
assembly 80 includes an armature 82 having a stem 84 w 
depending centrally from its head. The armature 82 is 
secured to the valve 58. 

The solenoid assembly 80 further includes a stator 
assembly, having an inverted cup-shaped solenoid case 
86. A coil bobbin, supporting a wound solenoid coil and ts 
a segmented multi-piece pole piece, are supported 
within the solenoid case 86 as is commonly known in 
the art. The solenoid coil is connected through electrical 
connectors, not shown, to a suitable source of electrical 
power via a fuel injection electronic control circuit, not 20 
shown. Thus, the solenoid coil can be energized as a 
function of the operating conditions of an engine in a 
wanner welJ known in the art. 

A high pressure fuel passage, generally indicated 
at 94, provides fluid communication between the control 25 
valve 58 and the fuel nozzle assembly 40. As shown in 
Figure 1 , the fuel passage 94 is formed by drilling a hole 
from one side of the side body portion 16 of the injector 
body 12 and between the control valve 58 and the 
stepped cylindrical bore 20. In this way, the fuel pas- 30 
sage 94 defines a delivery portion 96 extending 
between the control valve 58 and the stepped cylindrical 
bore 20 and a stub portion 98 extending between the 
valve stem portion 64 in the control valve 58 and the 
side body portion 16. Alternatively, as shown in Figure 35 
2, the high pressure fuel passage 94 may be formed by 
drilling a pair of holes; one starting at the side of the side 
body portion 16 to form the stub portion 98 and the sec- 
ond beginning from the bottom face 59 of the main 
injector body portion 1 4 which meets the first drill hole at 40 
an elbow 102 to form the delivery portion 96. 

On the other hand and as shown in Figure 3. the 
high pressure fuel passage 94 may be formed by drilling 
a hole from one side of the main injector body portion 14 
and through the stepped cylindrical bore 20 and 45 
between the stepped cylindrical bore 20 and the control 
valve 58. In this way, the high pressure fuel passage 94 
defines a stub portion 98' extending between the 
stepped cylindrical bore 20 and the main injector body 
14. In any event, and in each of the three embodiments so 
shown in Figures 1-3, drilling the hole forms an opening 
104 in either the side body portion 16 as shown in Fig- 
ures 1 and 2 or the main body portion 14 as shown in 
Figure 3. This opening 104 defines an inner diameter or 
periphery and must be sealed. 55 

To this end, the present invention provides for a 
shape memory alloy plug 106 sealing the open end 104 
of the stub portion 98, 98' of the high pressure fuel pas- 
sage 94. The plug 106 has a first diameter which is 



smaller than the inner diameter when inserted into the 
stub portion 98. 98' through the open end 104. In adcfi- 
tion, the shape memory alloy plug 106 has a second, 
larger diameter in sealing engagement with the inner 
diameter upon the shape memory alloy plug 106 under- 
going a metallurgical phase change from martinsite to 
austenite such that the plug generates a seal with the 
fuel passage 94. 

As used herein, the term "shape memory alloy" is 
applied to that group of metallic materials that demon- 
strates the ability to return to some previously defined 
shape or size when subjected to the appropriate ther- 
mal procedure. Generally, these materials can be plas- 
tically deformed at some relatively low temperature, and 
upon exposure to some higher temperature, will return 
to their shape prior to the deformation. Materials that 
exhibit shape memory only upon heating are referred to 
as having one-way shape memory. The present inven- 
tion employs a one-way shape memory alloy. That is, 
upon cooling, the shape memory alloy does not 
undergo any shape change, even though the structur 
changes to martinsite. When the martinsite is strained 
up to several percent, however, that strain is retained 
until the material is heated, at which time shape recov- 
ery occurs. Upon recooling, the material does not spon- 
taneously change shape, but must be deliberately 
strained if shape recovery is again desired. A shape 
memory alloy may be further defined as one that yields 
a thermal elastic martinsite. In this case, the alloy 
undergoes a martinsitic transformation of a type that 
allows the alloy to be deformed by a twinning mecha- 
nism below the transformation temperature. The defor- 
mation is then reversed when the twinning structure 
reverts upon heating to the parent phase. 

The present invention employs a shape memory 
alloy plug which is preferably made of a nickel-titanium- 
niobium alloy having a composition of about 48 weight 
percent nickel, about 38 weight percent titanium, about 
12 weight percent niobium and about 2 percent of other 
trace elements. The nickel-titanium-niobium alloy 
undergoes a single, shape change from its first, smaller 
diameter to its second, larger diameter corresponding to 
the metallurgical phase change from martinsite to 
austenite. Those skilled in the art will understand that a 
range of weight percent components of the shape mem- 
ory alloy are possible without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. In addition, it is contemplated 
that other shape memory alloys, such as copper or iron 
based alloys could be used in the as components of the 
shape memory alloy. 

The inner diameter of the open end 104 of the fuel 
passage 94 is greater than the first, smaller diameter of 
the shape memory alloy plug 106 so as to present a 
clearance 1 08 which is less than 1 .5% of the plug's first, 
smaller diameter. Further, the plug 1 06 defines a shape 
along its longitudinal axis which is complementary to 
the shape of the open end 104 of the stub portion 98, 
98' of the fuel passage 94 such that the plug 106 com- 
pletely seals the open end 104 of the stub portion 98, 
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98* when the plug 106 is at its second, larger diameter. 

At this second, larger diameter, the shape memory 
alloy plug 106 generates a hoop stress on the stub por- 
tion 98, 98* which is on the order of roughly 27,000 psi 
at -50° C to 60,000 psi at 160° C. This static and stable, 
tensile hoop stress on the stub portion 98. 98' of the 
high pressure fuel passage 94 is exerted even at low 
fuel pressure. When the fuel pressure increases, the 
diameter of the fuel passage 94 and thus the stub por- 
tion 98, 98' will increase elastically which reduces the 
hoop stress generated by the plug 106. However, the 
total hoop stress on the injector body 12 will change 
from roughly 27,000 psi (the lowest constrained stress) 
generated by the plug 106 to the peak stress generated 
by the fuel pressure rather than from zero to the peak 
stress generated by the fuel pressure as was previously 
the case with a brazed plug. In this way, the alternating 
stress amplitude in the stub portion 98, 98' of the high 
pressure fuel passage 94 is reduced resulting in fewer 
instances of injector body crack and, therefore, less fail- 
ures. While the terms "diameter" and "periphery" have 
been used herein to describe the surfaces of the plug 
106 and inner surface of the open end 104 in the fuel 
passage, it should be appreciated that the plug and 
opening may take the form of any complimentary geo- 
metric shape, such as square, rectangular, hex, etc. 

The present invention is also directed toward a 
method of manufacturing the fuel injector assembly for 
an internal combustion engine having a shape memory 
alloy plug 106 which seals the open end 104 of a high 
pressure fuel passage. The method includes the steps 
of prestraining an annealed, shape memory alloy plug 
106 while it is in a martinsitic state. This step includes 
cooling the plug 106 to a temperature in the range of - 
100°C to -55°C and preferably in the range of -100°C to 
-80°C. The plug will then have a recoverable axial strain 
of 4.5 to 6 percent with 2.25 to 3 percent in the radial 
direction. The prestrained nickel-titanium-niobium 
shape memory alloy can be stored and handled at room 
temperature without inducing a phase change due to its 
wide thermal hysteresis. Thus, the shape memory alloy 
plug of the present invention takes advantage of the fact 
that the martinsite starting temperature for this alloy is 
M s = -80°C and the austenite starting temperature is ^ 
= 55°C. 

The method of the present invention further 
includes the step of sizing the shape memory alloy plug 
106 such that it has a first diameter which is smaller 
than the inner diameter of the open end 1 04 while it is at 
its martinsitic state. The step of sizing the plug 106 
includes cutting a rod of shape memory alloy plug 106 
to a predetermined length. This step further includes 
centerless grinding the plug until it has a first diameter 
which is smaller than the opening 104 in the side of the 
injector body. Further, this step includes maintaining the 
temperature of the plug below 50°C. To this end. the 
plug 106 should be maintained in a coolant environ- 
ment. It is also contemplated that the step of sizing the 
plug 106 by centerless grinding may be replaced by the 



steps of measuring the fuel passage 98, 98' and select- 
ing by category measurement the plug as prestrained 
and cut to a predetermined length. Thus, the centerless 
grinding process step is eliminated. 

s Once the plug has been sized or select measured, 
it can then be inserted into the open end 1 04 of the fuel 
passage 94. The clearance between the plug 106 and 
the open end 104 when the plug is at its first diameter 
should be less than 1 .5% of the plug diameter. The plug 

io may be held in place by a fixture or any other suitable 
means. 

The method further includes a step of inducing a 
metallurgical phase change in the shape memory alloy 
plug 106 from martinsite to austenite such that the plug 

15 defines a second diameter at it austenitic state which is 
larger than its first diameter and in sealing engagement 
with the inner diameter such that it forms a seal with the 
fuel passage 94. This step includes heating the injector 
body at a temperature range between 65°C and 200°C 

20 to transform the shape memory alloy plug from its mar- 
tinsitic to its austenitic state. One of the important objec- 
tives of this method is to control the shape memory 
alloy's free recovery (free radial growth) and the con- 
strained recovery contact stress. The free recovery is 

25 determined by the type of alloy and the manufacturing 
process of the shape memory alloy plug. For the 
annealed nickel-titanium-niobium alloy disclosed 
herein, the designed radial growth at 65°C (A f ) is 2.25 - 
3 percent of the plug's diameter. The radial contact 

30 stress under constrained recovery is determined by the 
unresolved strain change, plug heating, and the work 
condition temperature. The unresolved strain change is 
related to the plug/hole clearance. Normally, the larger 
amount of unused recovery (smaller clearance), the 

35 higher the radial stress. An average heating tempera- 
ture for the injector body of about 160°C will generate a 
full stress of about 60,000 psi for an annealed alloy and 
about 90,000 psi for the cold formed alloy. In the work 
temperature range of an injector body of between -55°C 

40 and 200°C, the higher the temperature, the higher the 
radial stress. 

Thus, the present invention provides a fuel injector 
assembly for an internal combustion engine employing 
a shape memory alloy plug to seal the high pressure 

45 fuel passage which reduces costs by eliminating the 
brazing process presently employed in the related art 
while providing a very secure, tight seal at the open end 
of the high pressure fuel passage that resists leaking, 
improves performance and reduces the alternating 

so stress amplitude in the fuel passage. 

TTie present invention has been described in an 
illustrative manner. It is to be understood that the termi- 
nology which has been used is intended to be in the 
nature of words of description rather than of limitation. 

55 Many modifications and variations of the present 
invention are possible in light of the above teachings. 
Therefore, within the scope of the appended claims, the 
present invention may be practiced other than as specif- 
ically described. 
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Claims 

1 . A fuel injector assembly for an internal combustion 
engine comprising: 

5 

an injector body having a control valve in fluid 
communication with a source of fuel, a fuel 
nozzle assembly through which fuel is dis- 
persed from said assembly; 
a fuel passage providing fluid communication 10 
between said control valve and said fuel nozzle 
assembly and having at least one end opening 
through said injector body and defining an 
inner diameter; and 

a shape memory alloy plug sealing said at least 15 
one open end of said fuel passage, said shape 
memory alloy plug having a first diameter 
smaller than said inner diameter when inserted 
into said at least one open end of said fuel pas- 
sage and a second diameter in sealing 20 
engagement with said inner diameter upon 
said shape memory alloy plug undergoing a 
metallurgical phase change from martinsite to 
austenite such that said plug generates a seal 
with said fuel passage. 25 

2. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
inner diameter of said at least one open end of said 
fuel passage is greater than said first, smaller diam- 
eter of said shape memory alloy plug so to present 30 
a clearance which is less than 1 .5 percent of said 
plugs first, smaller diameter. 

3. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
plug defines a shape along its longitudinal axis 35 
which is complimentary to the shape of said at least 
one open end of said fuel passage such that said 
plug completely seals said open end when said 
plug is at its second, larger diameter. 

40 

4. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
shape memory alloy plug generates a hoop stress 
on said fuel passage when said plug is at said sec- 
ond, larger diameter. 

45 

5. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
shape memory alloy plug is made of a nickel-tita- 
nium-niobium alloy which undergoes a single, 
shape change from said first, smaller diameter to 
said second, larger diameter corresponding to said so 
metallurgical phase change from martinsite to 
austenite. 

6. An assembly as set forth in claim 5 wherein said 
nickel-titanium-niobium alloy has a composition of ss 
48 weight percent nickel, 38 weight percent tita- 
nium, 12 weight percent niobium and 2 weight per- 
cent of other elements. 



7. An assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
injector body includes a cylindrical bore and a 
plunger reciprocally received therein, said fuel pas- 
sage defines a delivery portion extending between 
said control valve and said cylindrical bore in said 
injector body 

8. An assembly as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 
fuel passage defines a stub portion extending 
between said control valve and said at least one 
open end, said shape memory alloy plug inserted 
into and sealing said stub portion. 

9. An assembly as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 
fuel passage defines a stub portion extending 
between said cylindrical bore and said at least one 
open end, said shape memory alloy plug inserted 
into and sealing said stub portion. 

10. An assembly as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 
fuel passage is formed by drilling a hole from one 
side of said injector body so as to define said at 
least one opening and between said control valve 

• and said cylindrical bore so as to define said fuel 
delivery portion. 

11. An assembly as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 
fuel passage is formed by drilling a hole from one 
side of said injector body so as to define said at 
least one opening, through said cylindrical bore and 
between said cylindrical bore and said control valve 
so as to define said fuel delivery portion. 

12. A method of manufacturing a fuel injector assembly 
for an internal combustion engine, said fuel injector 
assembly having a body with a fuel passage provid- 
ing fluid communication between a control valve 
and a fuel nozzle assembly, said fuel passage 
defining at least one open end extending through 
said injector body and having an inner diameter, 
and a shape memory alloy plug sealing said at least 
one open end, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

sizing said shape memory alloy plug such that 
it has a first diameter smaller diameter than 
said inner diameter of said at least one open 
end while at a martinsitic state; 
inserting said shape memory alloy plug into 
said at least one open end of said fuel pas- 
sage; 

inducing a metallurgical phase change in said 
shape memory alloy plug from martinsite to 
aust nite such that said plug defines a second 
diameter in sealing engagement with said inner 
diameter to seal said fuel passage. 

13. A method as set forth in claim 12 wherein said 
method includes a step of prestraining said shape 
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memory alloy plug while It is in a martinsitic state 
before the step of sizing said plug. 

14. A method as set forth in claim 1 3 wherein said step 

of prestraining said shape memory alloy plug s 
includes the step of cooling said plug to a tempera- 
ture in the range of -100°C to -55°C. 

15. A method as set forth in claim 14 wherein said step 

of prestraining said shape memory alloy plug 10 
includes the step of cooling said plug to a tempera- 
ture preferably in the range of -100°C to -80°C. 

16. A method as set forth in claim 12 wherein said step 

of sizing said plug includes the steps of cutting a is 
rod of shape memory alloy to a predetermined 
length and centerless grinding said shape memory 
alloy until said plug has a first diameter which is 
smaller than said inner diameter of said at least one 
opening. 20 

17. A method as set forth in claim 12 wherein the step 
of sizing said shape memory alloy plug includes 
maintaining the temperature of said plug below 
50°C. 25 

18. A method as set forth in claim 12 wherein the said 
plug is sized by measuring said fuel passage and 
selecting by category measurement said plug as 
prestrained and cut to a predetermined length. 30 

19. A method as set forth in claim 12 wherein the step 
of inducing a metallurgical phase change includes 
heating said injector body at a temperature range 
between 65°C and 200°C to transform said shape 35 
memory alloy plug from its martinsitic to its auste- 
nitic state and such that said plug defines said sec- 
ond, larger diameter and seals said fuel passage. 

20. A method as set forth in claim 19 wherein the step 40 
of inducing a metallurgical phase change includes 
heating said injector body at a temperature of 
roughly 160°C to transform said shape memory 
alloy plug from its martinsitic to its austenitic state. 
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